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Fleet of School Busses of the Sherburne Centra! District 


Commissioner Speaks at Dedication of Education Building 


Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
and Governor Gifford Pinchot were the 
dedication of the 


Building on 


princi- 
pal speakers at the new 
Pennsylvania State Education 
November 4th in Harrisburg. 

dedication address Commissioner 
Graves, who was formerly dean of the School 
of Education at the University of Pennsylvania, 
extended his congratulations and those of New 
York State to Pennsylvania upon the erection 
of the beautiful building and upon the advances 
that the sister state has made and is making in 
education, declaring that at the present time no 


In his 


making more rapid 


Pennsylvania. 


state in the Union is 
education than 
‘volution of public education in 
to the 


progress 

Tracing the « 
that State, Doctor Graves paid tribute 
educational leaders who have guided its growth 
and declared that “as a triumphal monument 
to all educational victories of the 
capital one of the 
stately and attrac- 


century, we 
are today dedicating at the 
finest structures in America, 
tive in its exterior design, beautiful and intrigu 
ing in the symbolism of its interior, and most 


modern, convenient and effective in all its 


appointments and equipment.” 
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Early Childhood Education Committee Starts Work 


Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Elementary Education, has recently 
appointed a committee to study and develop 
curriculum guides to unify  kindergarten- 
primary and preschool education. This com- 
mittee is known as the early childhood education 
committee. 

The committee believes that the only way to 
carry through the plan successfully and make 
the result practical is to secure the cooperation 
of the classroom teachers in the State, since 
these teachers are the ultimate consumer so 
far as curriculum guides are concerned and 
should be acquainted with the process of 
developing these guides from the beginning. As 
a first step the committee has planned to ask 
a certain number of teachers in different school 
situations, such as the rural, centralized, village, 
city and normal schools, to make a survey of 
the equipment provided for and used by chil- 
dren from four to nine years of age. 

These teachers are also asked to state what 
materials they think children of these ages 
should have. In this way a variety is injected 
into what may seem to be a trite survey. 

It will be necessary to collect other data 
from the field from time to time. The char- 
acter of these data and the method of collect- 
ing them will be determined by the executive 
committee. 


Central District Teachers 
Honor Principal F. G. Lindsey 


Teachers of Central School District 3, town 
of Cortlandt, Westchester county, gave a sur- 
prise banquet recently for Frank G. Lindsey, 
principal of the Hendrick Hudson High School, 
who has completed his twenty-fifth year as 
principal and supervising principal in Buchanan 
and vicinity. The principal speaker was 
Robert D. Knapp, superintendent of schools of 
the fourth supervisory district of Westchester 
county. A wrist watch was presented to Princi- 
pal Lindsey by the teachers. 

—_—o——- 


The Eastern States Association of Profes- 
sional Schools for Teachers will hold its annual 
spring conference on April 7, 8 and 9, 1932. 
Ambrose 
association. 


L. Suhrie is president of the 


The committee has a representative from 
each zone who will act as chairman of zone 
committees and organize the classroom teach- 
ers for participation in the work. They are: 
northern zone, Martha W. Graeper; southern 
zone, Mrs Margaret Hodge; central zone, Mrs 
Marietta Odell; eastern zone, Clara Spring- 
steed; southeastern zone, Marie Schaefer; cen- 
tral western zone, Harriet Stillman; western 
zone, Amelia M. Wensel. 

This committee is making a study of curri- 
culums in use in the State and is desirous of 
receiving copies of such material from any 
teacher, supervisor, principal, or superintendent. 

The following are members of the committee: 
(Those starred are members of the executive 
committee.) *Maude Stewart, chairman, Syra- 
cuse; *Grace A. Allen, Buffalo; *Dr Ruth 
Andrus, Albany; Elinor Lee Beebe, Albany; 
*M. Ethel Brown, Schenectady; Mrs Margaret 
Donovan Camblin, Elmira; Martha W. Graeper, 
Potsdam; *Rhoda Harris, New York City; 
Helen Hay Heyl, Albany; Mrs Margaret 
Hodge, Binghamton; *Margaret C. Holmes, 
New York City; Mrs Marietta Odell, Oswego; 
Florence O'Neill, Albany; Marie Schaefer, 
Bronxville; Clara Springsteed, Amsterdam; 
Harriet Stillman, Rochester; Amelia M. Wen- 
sel, Niagara Falls. 


Trips Arranged for 
Vocational Convention 


A number of preconvention trips have been 
arranged for those planning to attend the sixth 
annual convention of the American Vocational 
Association to be held in New York City, 
December 9th to 12th. These suggested trips 
prior to the convention include visits to voca- 
tional schools, industrial and commercial estab- 
lishments and places of general interest. 
Detailed information in regard to these visits 
may be obtained December 7th to 11th from 
the American Vocational Association informa- 
tion committee, Hotel Pennsylvania, New York 
City. Information desired prior to December 
7th may be secured from Charles N. Laffin, 
chairman of the information committee, West 
Side Continuation School, 208 West 13th street, 
New York City. 
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L. R. Gregory Named Fredonia Normal School Principal 


Upon recommendation of the board of visitors 
of the Fredonia State Normal School, L. R. 
Gregory has been named principal of the school 
to succeed Dr Hermann Cooper, who has 
accepted a position in the State Education 
Department. 

Mr Gregory comes to the new position with 
a rich background of training and experience 
in the field of teacher training and public school 
administration. He has held several important 
positions in this State and completed a large 
part of his graduate work in Columbia Univer- 
sity. He comes to New York from Louisville, 
Ky., where he has been superintendent of 
schools. 

Mr Gregory was graduated from York Col- 
lege in 1917. During the following summer 
he attended the University of Chicago and later 
attended the University of Nebraska. He first 
studied at Columbia University during the 
summer of 1921 and spent the four following 
summers at that institution. He was a regu- 
larly enrolled student in the graduate school 
of that institution during the school years 
1924-25 and 1925-26. He received his master 
of arts degree from Columbia University in 
1925 and has completed all of the requirements 
for the Ph.D. degree with the exception of 


the writing of his thesis. He is a member of 


Phi Delta Kappa and Kappa Delta Pi, honorary 
fraternities in the field of education. Although 
his major field of work at Columbia was public 
school administration he completed the major 
courses offered by the department of college 
and normal school administration and_ the 
department of elementary education. 

Mr Gregory has been an elementary school 
principal for four years in the village of 
Cowles, Neb.; a high school principal at Bronx- 
ville, N. Y.; a research associate at Teachers 
College, Columbia University; a director of 
research in the public school system of Louis- 
ville, Ky.; a professor at the University of 
Missouri and in the extension departments of 
the University of Indiana and the University 
of Kentucky; a superintendent of schools in 
the cities of Exeter and Tecumseh, Neb., and 
Louisville, Ky. 

He has been an active worker in the Depart- 
ment of Superintendence of the National Edu- 
has_ recently been 
chairman of the teacher training 
He has always 


cation Association and 
appointed 
division of that organization. 
been interested in the preservice and in-service 
preparation of teachers. As research director 
and superintendent of schools in Louisville he 
gave much of his time to several phases of the 


work of the City Normal School of Louisville. 





Corner Stones Are Laid 
for Central District Schools 


Corner stone laying exercises in the Seneca- 
Gorham-Potter Central School District took 
place on November 2d and 5th at Stanley and 
Gorham, where new buildings are being erected. 
Lynn Houseman, superintendent of the Geneva 
schools, spoke at Stanley, and Burton H. 
Belknap, of the Rural [education Bureau of 
the State Education Department, spoke at 
Gorham. A new high and grade school is 
being erected at Gorham and a branch grade 
building at Stanley. The programs were 
arranged by Conrad C. Muehe, superintendent 
of schools of the third supervisory district of 
Ontario county. 


Scholarship Is Available 
in Michigan College 


The Michigan College of Mining and Tech- 
nology at Houghton is offering again this year 
to a pupil from this State a scholarship remit- 
ting the matriculation fee of $25 and the tuition 
fee of $50 a year for the regular four-year 
course in engineering. The college authorities 
request that the pupil recommended by any 
principal for this scholarship be in the upper 
half of his grade and be in every way a 
deserving pupil. The transcript of his high 
school record must be submitted by the high 
school principal to the Commissioner of Educa- 
tion, who makes the recommendation for the 
New York State scholarship. 
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Experimental Use of Elementary Science Syllabus Requested 


A tentative syllabus in elementary school 
science has recently been published by the State 
Department and distributed to the 


their critical 


Education 
superintendents of 
evaluation. In sending copies of the publica- 
tion, Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Elementary Education, advised the 
superintendents that it is not the intention of 
the Department to have the syllabus widely 
used during the present school year but rather 
to have a few teachers make experimental use 
for the purpose of making an evaluation of 
its content at the end of the year. 


schools for 


The tentative syllabus satisfies the statutory 
requirements for the teaching of humaneness 
and includes the essential subject matter here- 
tofore known as nature study. In addition, it 
capitalizes the child’s interest in the application 
of science to man’s way of living. 

In selecting the content of instruction and in 
suggesting appropriate methods of organization 
and of teaching, the committee in charge of the 
syllabus was guided by these objectives: 

1 To capitalize the child’s natural curiosity 
concerning the scientific phenomena about him 

2 To teach pupils to natural 
forms and the cause and effect of the changes 


observe the 


in nature which are related to their daily life 
needs 

3 To develop in pupils a spirit of inquiry 
and to encourage a scientific attitude in order 
that they may become aware of the value of 
verifiable knowledge apart from mere opinion 
or authority 

4 To develop an appreciation of nature by 
calling attention to the beauty of color, form, 
functions, relationships and adaptations occur- 
ing in their natural environment 

5 To develop such elementary knowledge of 
scientific facts and principles as may be applied 
to health, social and civic habits 

6 To develop the ideal of kindness and justice 
toward animals as a primary step to a better 
recognition of kindness and justice toward one’s 
fellows 

7 To develop wholesome interests that will 
guide the child’s use of his leisure time 

The organized 
under 17 units. 
up from year to year but not repeated. 


content of the syllabus is 
In each unit the work is built 
Some 


of the units are closely correlated with one 
another and with other subjects in the ele- 


mentary curriculum. This offers many oppor- 
tunities for integration. 

Many contributed to the making of the 
syllabus. The first draft was prepared by A. K. 
Getman, Chief, Agricultural Education Bureau ; 
Gerald S. Craig, Columbia University; and 
E. Lawrence Palmer, Cornell University. Fol- 
lowing experimental use of this draft, the 
manuscript was revised by Jessie J. McNall, 
head of the science department of the Potsdam 
State Normal School, who had the advice and 
counsel of Warren W. Knox, supervisor of 
science, Mr Getman, Frances Clarke, Maxwell 
Training School, and the following advisory 
committee: Guy A. Bailey, Geneseo State 
Normal School; Ross E. Cortland 
State Normal School; Florence J. Quirk, ele- 
mentary school principal, Batavia; Mrs Eliza- 
beth B. Wilcox, training class imstructor, 
Hoosick Falls; Hazel Wolverton, elementary 
school principal, Canandaigua. 


Bowers, 


Rome School Teachers 
Raise $3800 for Relief 


The teachers of the Rome public schools 
through their organization, the Rome Teachers 
Association, have raised a fund of $3800 for 
relief among the pupils enrolled in the public 
schools of Rome. 

The fund raised is to be used during the 
months of November, December, January, Feb- 
ruary and March and is to be administered in 
cooperation with the bureau of employment and 
relief. 

In order that the pupils in each section of the 
city may benefit from the fund, which is to be 
used solely for purposes of food, clothing and 
medical attention, each school will be allotted 
a definite amount based on the number of 
pupils and teachers in the school. A 
in each elected to make the 
necessary investigation and authorize the dis- 
bursement by the bureau of employment and 


teacher 


school has been 


relief. 

In addition to the amount already pledged 
for relief work among the children the teachers 
have also indicated their intention to increase, 
as a whole, their contributions to the 1931-32 
Community Chest. 
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Superintendents Show Interest 
in Dental Hygienist’s Work 


Interest of superintendents of schools in the 
work of dental hygienists and a desire to have 
such services further extended and improved 
were expressed in replies to a questionnaire 
received by Dr Chauncey D. Van Alstine, state 
supervisor of oral hygiene, from 70 superin- 
tendents employing dental hygienists, exclusive 
of New York City, Buffalo and Rochester. A 
summary of the replies follows: 

1 So far as it has gone, do you believe in 
the oral hygiene program? Yes, 67; no reply, 
2; doubtful, 1 

2 Have the services of the dental hygienists 
in your schools been of benefit to the children? 
Yes, 68; no reply, 2 

3 Are such services popular with the parents 
and the Yes, 68; “mostly,” 1; 
“ reasonably,” 1 

4 Do you favor the continuation or extension 


Yes, 


children ? 


of the dental hygienist in the schools? 
65; doubtful, 1; no reply, 4 

5 If not, whom would you suggest to examine 
and clean the teeth of the school children and 
advise parents regarding their condition? Only 
three replies, “a dentist ” 

In answer to the question “ What would you 
suggest to improve the service?” the following 
statements are typical: 

“Secure the highest possible type of persons 
for the work.” 

“Check child’s dental condition twice a year 
and report to parents.” 

“Employment of a dentist to do the follow- 
up work, at the expense of the district when 
necessary.” 

“A better plan should be worked out for 
more supervision of the services of the 
hygienist.” 

“A county unit serving all schools.” 

“Have a hygienist employed by rural dis- 
tricts to serve several schools under the super- 
vision of a dentist. Make it possible to have 
all schools served.” 

“Better equipment for the hygienist, who 
should be employed as a teacher.” 

“Employ more hygienists and 
regular schedule for their services. 

“Require more postgraduate work that the 
hygienist may be even better prepared for the 
work.” : 

“ Educate people as to the need and value of 
the work.” 

“ More attention by parents to school sugges- 
tion to take child to dentist for treatment.” 

“More of the same service, that every child 
may be served.” 


set 


up a 
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Clothing Clinic Planned for 
Home Economics Teachers 


A clothing clinic for teachers of home 
economics is to be held in the Macmillan Thea- 
York City, on 
The clinic has been 


Picken, 
at 


ter, Columbia University, New 
November 27th and 28th. 
by Mrs M. B. 


economics for 


arranged instructor 
the 


University. 


in fashion Columbia 


The purpose of the clinic is to give teachers 


of home economics, of clothing 


courses, suggestions and ideas on clothing and 
the 
the purpose of improving classroom work and 


particularly 


fundamentals of garment construction for 


helping them to improve their appearance. 
Leading educators in this field and business 
houses and manufacturers are cooperating to 


make the meetings a success. 
The 


posed 


com 
Home 


advisory committee is 
of Marion Van Liew, Chief, 
Economics Education Bureau, State Education 
Department; Mrs M. B. Picken, Belle North- 
rup and Lillian  Ticke, College, 
Columbia University; Helen H. Powell, edu 
Cotton Company; 
Sarah Johnson, educational director, Singer 
Sewing Machine Co.; Martha Westfall, home- 
making department, New York City 
Grace Cornell, Metropolitan Museum of Art. 


tentative 


Teachers 


cational director, Spool 


sche TT Is > 


Workers in Child Development 
and Parent Education Will Meet 


Family life education and parent education 
will be the topics discussed at the second state 
conference for professional workers in child 
development and parent education, announced by 
Dr Ruth Andrus, in charge of this work for 
the State Education Department. The confer- 
ence will be held on November 24th and 25th 
at the New York State College for Teachers 
at Albany. 

Family education is 
attempt to the 
help in understanding his relationships with his 


an 
for 


life defined as 


meet adolescent's request 
family and his associates. 

The first conference, in October 1930, cen 
tered about parent education and was attended 
by about 30 persons. The conference this year 
is expected to be somewhat larger but not too 


large for discussion of individual situations. 
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Attendance at School Urged for All Unemployed Minors 


There are in the State today many children who are neither in attendance 
upon school nor engaged in useful employment. Under existing conditions these 
youths will not be able in all probability to secure employment in the near future. 
After consultation regarding the situation Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jesse 
Isidor Straus, Chairman of the Temporary Emergency Relief Administration, 
and Dr Frank P. Graves, Commissioner of Education, issued the following appeal 
to the parents of children not attending school: 

We urge the parents of boys and girls who are not at work or not receiving 
full-time instruction to send them to the proper day elementary, high or voca- 
tional school. No other course of which we know will contribute so much to 
their future happiness and well-being. To permit young people to remain idle 
at this time in the hope that some wage-earning opportunity will soon present 
itself is most unwise. The door of the schoolhouse is open to them, even though 
the door of the office, store or factory be temporarily closed. Such an oppor- 
tunity should not be neglected. More learning is just now the best way to 
future earning. 

The schools of our State are at least the equal of any in the world. Their 
teachers stand ready to help all our youth. A large part of our present 
generation of citizens has been trained in our elementary and high schools, 
which year by year have been increasing their sphere of usefulness in meeting 
the individual needs. These schools are prepared to continue the education 
and training of your boy and girl in terms of their purposes and interests in 
life. Why not send them back to school to work their way to a better future? 

The local school authorities are being requested to take special interest in 
and to extend special help to children who may return to school. Every 
existing advantage will be extended to those who ask. Parents should consult 
the school heads for any information they may desire. In many places will be 
found not only elementary and high schools which provide general and academic 
courses but also commercial schools, trade schools, industrial high schools, 
part-time or continuation schools and evening schools, with a wide range of 
courses. 

The interests of your children are, we know, very close to your hearts. 
It is the desire of the State and the schools to conserve those interests. What- 
ever the future may have in store for our youth may depend upon how wisely 
they use their time during this critical period. We can give no better counsel 
than that they secure additional schooling. 

FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT 
Governor of the State of New York 
Jesse Istpor STRAUS 
Chairman, Temporary Emergency 
Relief Administration 


FrANK P. GRAVES 
Commissioner of Education 











BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 71 


Commissioner Appeals to Schools 
Following this appeal, Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves issued 
the following statement to superintendents of schools: 

Despite the fact that the public schools of the State have today the largest 
enrolment in their history, there are many thousands of youths who are neither 
employed nor attending school. This is not as it should be. For the most part 
their efforts to secure work are certain to be fruitless and they are wasting 
time which might better be spent in preparing themselves for future social, 
civic and economic responsibilities. Moreover, at a time like this such jobs 
as are available should be given to heads of families and to those who have 
dependents. For these reasons I am urging the local school authorities to do 
everything possible to secure the return to school of young people who have 
not attained their majority. 

That this recommended attendance may be productive of the greatest 
amount of good, both to individuals and to society in general, I suggest that 
care be taken to meet the real educational needs of those we are seeking to 
serve. This may be accomplished through wise guidance and suitable training. 
Each boy and girl who seeks to return to school should have the counsel and 
advice of the strongest and most experienced teachers in the school system 
to the end that pupil interests, powers and capacities may be properly evaluated 
and a rational educational program planned in each case. I regard the guidance 
phase of this proposed endeavor as being of the highest importance. 

Many of these youths will require special training. The regular curriculum 
may not include the kind of courses which will best meet their needs. It may 
be necessary to organize special academic, commercial, industrial, homemaking 
or other classes. Our schools have strong teaching staffs and excellent facilities. 
All our educational resources should be put to use in this work. 

Your local employers at some future time will be calling for the services 
of members of this group. The schools can then aid effectively in placement. 
In some communities this can be done in cooperation with existing agencies, 
in others the teachers must perform the function. If our work in guidance 
and training has been well done, placement should be easy. The return of 
general prosperity will find our young people better equipped to take up their 
duties. 

It is to be hoped that all civic, social and economic agencies in the State 
will assist the school authorities in whatever endeavors may be made to bring 
back to school those boys and girls who are now idle and whose potentialities 
for future usefulness can be greatly increased by more education and training. 

Very truly yours 
FRANK P. Graves 
Commissioner of Education 
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Loans of Books by the State 
Library to Schools and Teachers 


Because of the rapid increase in the use of 
the State Library by the schools of the State, 
it is necessary to explain some aspects of its 
service so that borrowers will be informed as 
to the nature of State Library loans. 

1 State Library lending procedure. 
specific titles or books on 


Requests 
for the loan of 
specific subjects should be addressed Loan Desk, 
New York State Library, Albany, N. Y. The 
loan period is four weeks with a two weeks’ 
renewal privilege. No fiction is lent. 

The number of books on loan to a single 
library or school at the same time is limited 
to 25. 
ten volumes at the same time. 
library may borrow when any of its books are 


Teachers may borrow up to a total of 
No school or 


overdue. 

Requests for the loan of collections of 25 to 
100 books (traveling libraries) should be 
directed to the Library Extension 
State Education Department, Albany, N. Y. 
Such loans are for the school year. 


Division, 


2 Juveniles. As no children’s books are 
bought by the State Library, no attempt can 
be made to meet the demands of elementary 
schools for books suitable for the grades. 

3 High schools. Our primary object is to 
supply material for essays, debate work and for 
any special topic about which the school and 
library lack information. The 


local public 


school library should build up its own ready 
reference and clippings file of material on holi- 
days, anniversaries and current events. 


4 Supplementary reading and textbooks. The 
State Library can not supply the school library 
with supplementary reading for school work. 
It is impracticable to buy enough duplicate 
copies of the books named in the syllabus to 
satisfy requests from the schools. The perma- 
nent library of a school is expected to own 
these books. 

5 Education collection. It is not practicable 
for two reasons to lend books to teachers for 
In the first place, the 
Library's supply of books does not warrant it, 


use in extension courses. 


nor does its appropriation for books permit an 
unlimited duplication of titles. In the second 
place, the four weeks’ period of lending does 
not fit in with the usual extension course, which 
lasts from eight to 12 weeks. Some arrange- 
ment will have to be made by the local school 
or library to meet such needs. 

Another request by teachers for which ade- 
quate service is not possible is due to the 
custom of district superintendents and _ princi- 
pals recommending a short list of five or six 
books to be read by a Jarge group of teachers. 
In consequence the State Library receives many 
requests for the same group of titles within a 
few days, a demand which can not be met 
promptly because of a limited supply of dupli- 
cate copies. The Library will do its best, but 
suggests that such local reading clubs should 
buy their own books. 

6 Function of State Library. Although the 
State Library is primarily a reference library, 
teachers and 
them with 


it aims to meet the demands of 
school libraries by furnishing 
material not locally available. 

In receiving duplicate requests for the same 
material preference is given to the small schools 
rather than to the large city schools, which 
usually possess larger book collections or have 
other library facilities at hand. 

J. lL. Wyer 
Director, State Library 


———— 


Child Labor Day 


Child Labor Day will be observed in 1932 on 
January 23d for January 24th 
for Sunday schools and churches, and January 
27th for schools, clubs and other organizations. 
Individuals additional information 
can secure it from the National Child Labor 
Committee, 331 Fourth avenue, New York City. 


Synagogues ; 


requesting 
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Regulations for Industrial 
Arts Courses Explained 
New regulations governing the granting of 
Regents credit for industrial arts courses, previ- 
ously announced in the Bulletin, provide for the 
offering of industrial arts courses on the same 
as academic in general 
It is now possible to offer prepared 


time basis 
education. 
industrial arts courses for one unit of Regents 
credit when they are pursued for a minimum 
of five periods a week, together with an equal 
amount of time in preparation throughout the 
It is also possible to offer unpre- 


subjects 


school year. 
pared industrial arts courses in conformity with 
the regulations used previously. 

The new regulations will be effective in all 
schools beginning August 1, 1933, and there- 
after. Prior to that time the new plan will 
be optional. 

Heretofore prepared industrial arts courses 
have not been offered in the State. Due to this 
quite radical change the organization of 
industrial arts courses which is brought about 
new regulations, it is necessary to 
complete of all existing 
courses. Increased emphasis should be placed 
upon the related subject matter having general 
educational significance, and upon types of activi- 
ties which may be conducted either in school 
or at home integrating more definitely with the 
activities of daily life than did previous courses. 
Outside preparation will include some form of 
hoped that the 
used in outside 


in 


by the 


require a revision 


textbook assignments. It is 
major portion the time 
preparation will be devoted to investigations, 
experimental work, making collections, design- 
ing projects, related drawing, industrial excur- 
sions, new construction or repair work, and 


ot 


related industrial avocational activities. 

A 
for junior and senior high school industrial arts 
courses. The purpose in making changes in 
terminology is to find which will 
describe more accurately the type of activity 
which is being carried on in any given course. 

More definite the 
organization of for 
Regents credit under the new regulations may 
be obtained from the Vocational and Extension 
of the State Education 


new terminology is being recommended 


words 


information regarding 


industrial arts courses 


Education Division 


Department. 
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Building Plans Approved 


Amityville, new grade school, $225,000; 
approved October 28th 
Balmville, District 1, Newburgh, Orange 


county, fire escape for school building, $1200; 
approved October 30th 
Keene Valley, new central grade and high 
school, $210,000; approved October 30th 
District 11, Russia, Herkimer county, 
one-room rural school, $3000; approved 


new 
No- 
vember 2d 

Guilford, 
approved November 2d 


central school building, $198,344; 


Newburgh, addition to Newburgh Free 
Academy, $10,000; approved November 6th 
Elwood, District 1, Huntington, Suffolk 


county, alteration and improvements in school 
building, $11,000; approved November 6th 
District 7, Orangetown, Rockland county, 
addition to and remodeling of grade 
$39,200 ; approved November 6th 
Garden City, addition to the Stratford Ave- 
School, $259,700; approved November 9th 


school, 


nue 





o—— 


Study of Paris Pact 
Encouraged in Schools 


For the past two years the National Student 
Forum on the Paris Peace Pact has encouraged 
and helped high schools to make a_ serious 
the In 1929-30 nearly 1600 
schools and more than 122,000 pupils were 
enrolled with the forum; in 1930-31, 2600 high 
schools and nearly 200,000 pupils were enrolled. 

The forum is in charge of a committee of 
more than 300 leading educators. It has the 
indorsement of the United States Commissioner 


study of pact. 


of Education. 

The forum 
principal with ten free copies of a new Paris 
Pact Textbook and as many more at cost (five 


will provide any high school 


cents a copy) as he may wish to order. 

The forum also offers a national prize of a 
trip to Europe next summer to the pupil who 
prepares the best 500-word essay on the subject 
“What Is the Bearing of the Paris Peace Pact 
on the Question of World Disarmament?” 

Further details of the project may 
obtained from the forum office, 532 17th street 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 


be 
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Dr Myron J. Michael, Kingston Superintendent, Dies 


Dr Myron J. Michael, superintendent of 
schools at Kingston, died after a brief illness 
on November 4th in Kingston. He was 80 
years old and had served for 56 years in the 
schools of the State. For the past 36 years he 
was connected with the Kingston public schools, 
for 15 years as principal of the Kingston 
Academy and for the past 21 years as superin- 
tendent of schools. 

Born on April 16, 1851, in Lasselsville, 
Fulton county, New York, Myron J. Michael 
obtained his early education in district schools, 
in the Clinton Liberal Institute and at Tufts 
College. That institution later conferred upon 
him the degree of doctor of pedagogy. He 
taught for a year at Esperance, then was princi- 
pal of the Palatine Bridge Union School, 
principal at Chatham, superintendent of schools 
at Rome and president of the Clinton Liberal 
Institute, before he became principal of the 
Kingston Academy. 

Doctor Michael took an active interest in 
civic and community enterprises and was highly 
respected in educational circles throughout the 
State. 

The funeral was held on November 7th. 

The following “ Appreciation” was prepared 
by a committee of Kingston teachers and 
adopted at a meeting of the entire teaching 
body held November 11th: 

With the gentleness and simplicity of the 
truly great, with the humility of the wise, with 
the strength of the pure in heart, Doctor 
Michael walked in and out among us, to 
admonish or commend, to inspire and ennoble; 
but he has passed on, and we are left sorrowing 
and a little bewildered; for we shall miss the 
glow of that steady spirit, the poise of the 
fine mind. 

To whom shall we now turn, assured of 
sympathetic understanding and wise counsel, 
when we become too much entangled in our 
difficulties to see clearly or think sensibly? 
Who will now restore for us the right relation 
between the petty and the important? Who 
will renew our faith in the essential whole- 
someness of human nature, in the value of fine 
old school scholarship, in the imperative neces- 
sity of a broad deep culture, in a life devoted 
to enriching whatsoever things it touches? At 
what flame now shall we reenkindle our ardor 
when it is burning low? 


Where, indeed, shall we turn but to the 


memory of the wisdom, the faith, the love, that 
animated the life of Doctor Michael and to 
the reflection of his influence in others and in 
ourselves; for we can not but have shared in 
the richness of a life so generously spent; and 
we, the teachers of the Kingston schools, have 


the high and happy privilege of passing on 
something of our heritage to those who in turn 
will emanate it. So the benign soul of Doctor 
Michael will be perpetuated and the city will 
be blessed. 


—o-———. 


State Science Teachers 
Will Meet in Syracuse 


The annual meeting of the New York State 
Science Teachers Association will be held on 
December 28th and 29th in Syracuse. 

The meeting will begin with the annual 
meeting of the council on the afternoon of 
December 28th. This will be followed by an 
address by A. K. Getman, Chief of the Agri- 
cultural Education Bureau of the Department, 
on “ Possibilities of the New Elementary 
Science Course.” The members of the asso- 
ciation will meet with the Associated Aca- 
demic Principals for the annual banquet that 
evening. 

The program for the sessions of December 
29th includes the following addresses: Warren 
W. Knox, state supervisor of science, “ The 
New General Biology Syllabus”; Jessie G. 
Cole, nutrition specialist, New York State 
Health Department, “Diets and Dieting”; 
Louis T. Masson, head of science department, 
Riverside High School, Ruffalo, “ The Science 
Teacher’s Bag of Tricks”; Bradford Noyes jr, 
Taylor Instrument Companies, Rochester, 
“ Principles of Physics as Applied to the Indus- 
trial Measurement of Temperatures.” 

Lucy E. Latham of Sherrill is president of 
the association. 


——_Q-— 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


New York State Association of Deans, Elmira, 
November 20th-21st 

State Association of District Superintendents, 
Syracuse, December 3d-Sth 

New York State Association of Elementary 
Principals, Syracuse, December 29th-30th 

Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A., 
Washington, D. C., February 20-25, 1932 

Teachers’ conferences: first, second and third 
districts of Orange county, Cornwall, No- 
vember 23d; second district of Tioga county, 
Owego High School, December 11th 
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Manhattan College President 
Heads College Association 


Brother Cornelius, president of Manhattan 
College, was elected president of the Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Universities of the State 
of New York at the annual meeting held on 
October 15th at the New York State College 
for Teachers at Albany. 

The principal address at the meeting was 
given by Dr George F. Zook, president of the 
University of Akron, upon the subject, “ What 
Is a Liberal Arts College?” The discussion 
of the paper was led by Dr Samuel P. Capen, 
chancellor of the University of Buffalo, and 
by Professor Adam Le Roy Jones, director of 
admissions of Columbia University. 


——o— — 


Honorary Fraternity Offers 
Scholarship for Research 


Pi Lambda Theta, an honorary fraternity for 
women in education, offers to a woman who 
wishes to devote herself to research in educa- 
tion a fellowship, known as the Ella Victoria 
Dobbs Fellowship, which gives a stipend of 
$1000. A candidate for the fellowship shall 
have at least the degree of M.A. from a gradu- 
ate school of recognized worth and in addition 
shall have shown notable skill in teaching and 
research and 


significant accomplishments in 
shall have definite plans for further research. 
Applications may be made not later than 


January 1, 1932, to the secretary of the com- 
mittee on award, Maude McBroom, State 
University of Iowa, Iowa City. 


—o-— 


Classroom Magazine Offers 
$10,000 for Creative Work 


Scholastic, the national magazine for high 
school classrooms, offers $10,000 in prizes and 
scholarships for creative work by high school 
pupils in literature and in visual arts through 
the eighth annual Scholastic awards. 

In addition to these prizes, which more than 
double those offered last year, the competition 
includes 576 state awards in the literary divi- 
sion. All six scholarships are in visual arts. 

There are 36 groups of competition. Informa- 
tion may be obtained from Scholastic Awards, 
Wabash Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


“I 
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Principal of Blind School 
Receives National Honor 


The Leslie Dana Gold Medal, which is 
awarded annually for “outstanding achieve- 
ments in the prevention of blindness and the 
conservation of vision,” has been presented to 
Edward M. Van Cleve of New York City, 
principal of the New York Institute for the 
Education of the Blind. Mr Van Cleve was 
selected for this honor by the National Society 
for the Prevention of Blindness in cooperation 
with the St Louis Society for the Blind, through 
which the medal is offered by Leslie Dana of 
St Louis. 

Mr Van Cleve played a leading part in the 
formation in 1915 of the National Society for 
the Prevention of Blindness, sponsored by the 
Russell Sage Foundation, and he became its 
first managing director. After his resignation 
from this position nine years later, he continued 
his active interest as a member of the executive 
committee. 

Mr Van Cleve was one of the men largely 
responsible for the successful World Confer- 
ence on Work for the Blind, held in New York 
City last spring upon the call of President 
Hoover, which was attended by delegates from 
36 nations; he represented United States inter- 
ests at a preliminary mecting in Hamburg, 
Germany, the preceding year, when the World 
Conference plans were made. He is a member 
of the board of trustees the American 
Printing House for the Blind, Louisville, Ky., 
and he has served as an officer of various other 


of 


organizations for the blind. 

Mr Van Cleve was born 1867. 
Upon graduation from Ohio Wesleyan Univer- 
sity in 1886, he began to teach in the public 
schools of Ohio. He served as superintendent 
of schools in four different communities in that 
state before his appointment as superintendent 
of the Ohio State School for the Blind in 1907. 
Later, as president of the Ohio State Commis- 
sion for the Blind, he became interested in the 
prevention of blindness and the conservation 


in Ohio in 


of vision. 


———— 


An addition to the Murray Avenue School in 
Mamaroneck was dedicated on November 11th. 
Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant Commissioner 
for Elementary Education, was the principal 
speaker. 
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Columbia University Plans 
New Teacher-training College 


Teachers Collegeof Columbia University has 
announced a plan for a new type of teacher- 
training institution to open September 1932. 
It will operate as an undergraduate unit at the 
college level. This new college, to be under 
the direction of Dr Thomas Alexander, pro- 
fessor of education, Teachers College, will 
attempt to demonstrate radically different 
methods in the selection and training of young 
men and women who are to become teachers in 
nursery, elementary and secondary schools. 
While preparing these young people for teach- 
ing positions the new unit, which will grant the 
bachelor of science and the master’s degrees, 
will operate also as a demonstration college in 
which graduate students in Teachers College 
may observe improved methods in teacher 
training. 

Rigid methods of elimination will be used in 
the selection of students. Selection will be on 
the basis of good health, sound scholarship, de- 
sirable personal qualities, and promise of unusual 
growth. The student body will be limited the 
first year to 100 young men and 100 young 
women of outstanding ability and personality. 

The college will reject the traditional point 
system. Graduation will be based upon satis- 
factory examinations of practical as well as 
academic character. 
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State College Alumni 
Will Meet in Syracuse 


The annual Christmas reunion of alumni of 
the New York State College for Teachers at 
Albany will be held at the Hotel Onondaga, 
Syracuse, on Tuesday evening, December 29, 
1931, at 6.30 o'clock. It will be in connection 
with the annual meeting of the Associated Aca- 
demic Principals and will be attended by State 
College men engaged in educational administra- 
tion and State College men who are members 
of other schoolmen's associations meeting in 
Representatives of the 


Syracuse at that time. 
college administration and faculty and of this 
year’s graduating class will also be present. 
Otto E. Huddle, supervising principal at Briar- 
cliff Manor, is chairman of arrangements and 
E. R. Van Kleeck, superintendent of schools at 
Walden, will be toastmaster. 


OF THE STATE OF 





NEW YORK 


School Trips Planned 
for Agricultural Teachers 


Teachers of agricultural subjects who plan to 
attend the 1931 meeting of the American Voca- 
tional Association in New York City from De- 
cember 9th to 12th have the opportunity of 
taking part in inspection trips that will give to 
them a rapid picture of the progress in agricul- 
tural education which New York State is now 
achieving. 

Starting from Buffalo on Monday, December 
7th, one trip has been planned to cover two or 
three high school departments near Buffalo and 
one or two departments en route to Ithaca. On 
the following day there will be a visit to Cornell 
University so that the teacher-training program 
both in the university and at the practice school 
at Trumansburg may be observed. Tuesday 
night the party making this trip will embark by 
sleeper for New York City, arriving there the 
following morning. 

A second trip will start Tuesday morning, De- 
cember 8th, from New York City to Farming- 
dale, Long Island, where the State Institute of 
Applied Agriculture will be inspected. This 
school of agriculture is one of the largest in 
the State and its organization and instruction 
is intended to meet the needs of both city and 
farm boys from whom the student body is 
recruited. 


Eastman School of Music 
Will Broadcast Concerts 


The Eastman School of Music will inaugurate 
a series of half-hour broadcasts, originating 
from station WHAM at Rochester and carried 
over a National Broadcasting Company network 
of stations. These broadcasts will continue 
until next May. The majority of the programs 
will be played by the Eastman School sym- 
phony orchestra, but the first five broadcasts 
will be made by student chamber music 
ensembles of the Eastman school. 

The 20 concerts given last year by the East- 
man school orchestra were widely heard and 
from those broadcasts the school received many 
congratulatory messages. The broadcast by the 
Eastman school orchestra will begin December 
2d. On occasion, as was done last year, the 
orchestra will be assisted by the Eastman school 
chorus and by soloists. 
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Study Tours to Europe 
Planned for Educators 


The International Institute of Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University, cooperating with the 
Zentralinstitut fiir Ersichung und Unterricht in 
Germany, the Ministry of Public Instruction 
in France, and the University of London in 
England, is planning a series of study tours for 
educators in the 
to Ger- 


American schoolmen and 
summer of 1932. The 
many, beginning in Bremen on June 22d for 
the German tour and July Ist for the science 
tour and continuing for six weeks; and to Eng- 
land and France, beginning about June Ist and 


tours will be 


continuing for six weeks. 
These tours are organized under the auspices 


of the respective educational authorities in 
Germany, France and England. The leadership 
of the tours is divided between Teachers 


College, Columbia University, and the educa- 
tional authority in the various countries. 

The purpose trips is to provide 
American teachers with direct insight into the 
life and organization of foreign school systems. 
The tours are so however, that 
liberal opportunity is afforded members of the 
groups for intimate contact with many other 
phases of life and culture in foreign countries, 
industry, agri- 
Under the 
foreign educational leaders, these 


of these 


organized, 


music, art, drama, 


commerce 


such as 
culture, 
guidance of 
tours offer most unusual opportunities to see 


and_ politics. 


schools in operation. 

University credit may be granted to partici- 
pants in these tours, provided the requirements 
for credit Details regarding these 
requirements are given in the Columbia Uni- 


are met. 


versity Summer Session Bulletin of Informa- 
tion. 

Further details of these trips may be obtained 
from Secretary of Educational Inter- 
national Institute, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, New York City. 


o-—- 


Tours, 





The 25th annual Christmas Seal Campaign 
will be conducted from Thanksgiving to Christ- 
mas under the auspices of the national, state 
and local tuberculosis associations. 

— 

Ray P. Snyder, Chief of the Rural Education 
Bureau of the Department, was the principal 
speaker at the dedication of the Fabius Central 
School on October 16th. 
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New York City Children 
Save Millions in Year 


In spite of the depression, 238,325 new school 
savings accounts were opened by pupils in the 
city of New York in the past school year, bring- 
ing the number of open active accounts to more 
than 696,738. 
National Association of Mutual Savings Banks, 
on the 


These figures, released by the 
were said to indicate a broad interest 
part of the children, as more than one-half of 
the total enrolment of 1,200,000 pupils are now 
regular savers. There was a gain of 25,707 
new accounts over the previous year. A total 
of 42,140 new interest-bearing accounts of $5 
or more were opened, also a gain over the 
previous year. 

The total received by the 505 school banks 
cooperating in the movement last year was 
$2,762,614. In addition, there was $1,790,000 
in “school trust deposits too small 
to be transferred to bank 
Cash transferred from the school 
regular interest-bearing accounts in mutual sav- 
ings banks in the same period amounted to 
$1,700,605. 

Withdrawals were remarkably low. 
estimated that 61 per cent of the total amount 
transferred to 


accounts,” 
accounts, 
banks to 


regular 


It was 


withdrawn was immediately 
regular interest-bearing accounts in mutual sav- 
ings banks, while a considerable part of the 
remainder was withdrawn by children graduated 
from elementary schools. It is believed that a 
large portion of this sum was redeposited when 
such pupils entered high school or continuation 
school. 

School savings in New York City is a volun- 
tary activity. Of the 600 schools in the city, 
505 have school banks, including 54 high schools 
out of 62. Forty-four mutual savings banks 
are depositories for the funds, with 38 of the 
banks operating systems in which no clerical 
upon the 


or financial responsibility devolves 


teacher or the pupil. 


Two new school publications have recently 
been received at the Department. They are the 
Walden Hi News, 2 printed paper published by 
the pupils of the Walden High School, and the 
News Real, a mimeographed paper issued by 
the pupils of the Adams High School. 
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Current Books on Education 
Compiled by Martha L. Phelps of the State Library 


Baldwin, B. T., Fillmore, E. A. & Hadley, 
Lora. Farm children. N. Y. Appleton. 
1931. $4 


A sociological study of more than usual signifi- 
cance is presented in this first detailed study ever 
made to determine the characteristics of farm chil- 
dren in relation to their environment and oppor- 
tunities and to establish the advantages and 
disadvantages of rural life as related to the physical 
and mental development of the child. Just how the 
rural environment affects the farm child in his 
physical, mental and social development is here set 
forth in a detailed and constructive study based 
upon an intensive survey of two typical rural com- 
munities in Iowa, one a township with one-room 
rural schools, the other a neighboring consolidated 
school district. 

A pioneer work in its field, Farm Children holds 
commanding interest for parents, teachers and social 
workers as well as for those interested in child 
welfare generally. 


Beattie, J. W., McConathy, Osbourne, & 
Morgan, R. V. Music in the junior high 
school. N. Y. Silver Burdett. 1931. $2 


Prepared to help place junior high school music 
on a level justified by the importance of music as 
a factor in the development of the adolescent. It 
is designed to be of assistance to at least three 
groups in the field of education, administrators, 
supervisors and teachers and college students pre- 
paring to teach. Facts are given as to the place 
of music in representative school organizations in 
the country; evaluations of the place of music in 
education by leading authorities in the field are 
quoted and discussed, and recommendations are 
presented as to programs of study equipment and 
material needed and types of work ordinarily found 
most profitable. 


Bird, Charles. Effective study habits. 
Century. 1931. $1.50 


A concise, well-systematized and quite practical 
rogram for one who has the duty of directing study. 
t is generally readily understandable and a mini- 
mum of attention is given to theory. Guides the 
reader, step by step, in the formation of thought 
habits that will help him to acquire the ability to 
recognize significant facts, either practical or scien- 
tific, and to discern relationships among them. It 
teaches him to read, to remember and to organize 
ideas so that he may draw sound and practical con- 
clusions. The style is straightforward and sincere. 
There is considerable illustrative matter. 


N.Y. 


Borgeson, F. C. Elementary school activi- 
ties. v. 1, All-school activities; v. 2, Group 
interest activities. N. Y. A. S. Barnes 


1931. $1 each volume 

Interesting and valuable volumes because they 
represent about the first attempt to do for the 
elementary school what has been abundantly done 


for the secondary school — collect typical and suc- 
cessful extracurricular practices, and supply exten- 
sive bibliography of the noncurricular activities in 
the lower grades. Sets up briefly the value of this 
type of activity in the elementary school and reports 
current practice among 524 of the better elementary 
schools Rountunt the United States. 

The elementary school has been most friendly to 
the doctrine of children-centered education and the 
paseny of John Dewey. The last generation 


as seen such changes here that in the matter of 
pupil activities it is quite impossible to make the 
distinction between the curricular and the extra- 
curricular. Yet 


there are still many elementary 


schools that have resisted the change. To such these 
volumes may suggest some interesting experiments. 


Breslich, E. R. Problems in_ teaching 
secondary-school mathematics. Chicago. 
Univ. of Chicago Press. 1931. $3 
While this book is based upon experimental 


the results are organized systematically 
and are translated into usable classroom technics, 
It reveals the author’s knowledge of, and many 
contacts with, the high school classroom, In some 
cases the author presents several different proced- 
ures for teaching a given topic and discusses the 
merits and demerits of each. Technics are dis- 
cussed in systematic fashion. For each topic there 
is a rather complete bibliography. 


research, 


Buchholz, H. E. Fads and fallacies in 
present-day education. N. Y. Macmillan. 
1931. $1.50 


Mr Buchholz is a journalist and a writer and 
publisher of educational books and _ periodicals, 
When he passes severe judgment upon some of the 
flagrant flaws in America’s overenthusiastic pro- 
gressive educational practices, he does so from no 
superficial acquaintance with his subject. 

In this book Mr Buchholz picks on certain 
ridiculous exaggerations of the “play idea”; on 
“bunk” which is allowed to flourish in teachers 
colleges; on unsavory evidences of graft between 
textbook publishers and school systems; and on 
similar discrepancies in our educational system. 
His material is shockingly concrete and his com- 
ments, if not always kindly, are pertinent and just. 
He has used his keen flair for satire to arouse our 
too confident and too prosperous educational pro- 
fession to take stock of its shortcomings before it 
goes too far. His book will provoke much indig- 
nation, but it will also provoke intelligent thought. 
There is so much truth, such clear logic and so 
much documentary evidence behind his satire that 
his criticisms can not be overlooked. 


Hunkins, R. V. 
in the smaller schools. 


1931. $2 

Most of the material on school administration has 
been written with the large city system in mind. 
Almost 90 per cent of the schools in the Nation 
are in cities of five thousand population or less. 
This book is a practical and sane exposition of the 
problems confronting the small town school adminis- 
trator. Stresses the fact that many practices in 
the large school systems must be tempered with 
common sense and good judgment before they can 
be properly adapted to the smaller schools. 


Spain, C. L., Moehlman, A. B. & Frostic, 
F. W. (The) public elementary school 


plant. N. Y. Rand, McNally. 1931. $4 


As he reads the chapters of this book, the school 
board member unfamiliar with recent developments 
in school building planning will be amazed over the 
very technical and scientific development which has 
taken place in this field. As a school board member 
he will become thoroughly conscious that school 
building planning can no longer be entrusted to the 
inexperienced, nor be made a school board avocation 
if financial economy, educational utilization and 
adaptability to an educational philosophy are sought. 
This volume should be of invaluable assistance to 
those whose contacts with professional education 
have been limited. It should cause them to pause 
and learn before spending the money of taxpayers 
in buildings which may not meet true educational 
needs. No book which has yet appeared has covered 
the elementary school needs with such thoroughness. 


The superintendent at work 
Boston. Heath, 
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Tiegs, E. W. Tests and measurements for 
teachers. Boston. Houghton. 1931. $2.41 


Based upon the author’s belief that a knowledge 
of the fundamental theory, interpretation and statis- 
tical treatment of results of measurement is neces- 
sary for accomplishing effective results in the use 
of tests, his offers an inclusive background in 
the technic of the subject. Part I is devoted to 
the fundamentals of measurement. Part II dis- 
cusses the use of tests and test results for definite 
educational purposes such as diagnosis, classification, 
selection of textbooks, curriculum construction and 
general survey. Part III treats of the construction, 
administration and interpretation of informational 
objective tests and the selection and nature of 
standardized tests. 


City College Opens 
Teacher Placement Bureau 


The City College of the College of the City 
of New York has established a bureau to assist 
graduate students in education to secure teach- 
ing positions. This bureau is prepared to 
receive requests for teachers in both the ele- 
mentary and secondary school field and also to 
select and recommend adequately prepared 
candidates for such positions. 








Notes from the Field 


Additions to Public School 72, Bronx, and Mayor Rolland B. Marvin and members of 
Public School 35, Queens, were recently occu- the Syracuse board of education participated 
pied. The former provides 864 new sittings in the laying of the corner stone of the Grant 
and the latter 946 new sittings. Avenue School in Syracuse on November 29th. 
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